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Amendments to tha Claimg 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A ventricular assist device for a 
heart, which con^rises: 

a pump portion, 

an inflow tube protruding from the pump portion; eta^ 

an adapter sleeve of a first predetermined length attached to 

the inflow tube forming an extended inflow tube having a total 
length greater than the first predetermined lengthy— s-a^rd-'-adaptea? 
oloovQ carry i n g an adjuotafolc attach men t mombGr for att a ching tho 
adaptor oIqcvg to the inflo w tube and to permit o aid adapte r 
Q l e ovo t o extend or retract from an end of p gid inflow tube ; and 

a gripping member configured to receive said extended inflow 
tube and couple to an exterior surface of said extended inflow 
tube . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The ventricular assist device of 
claim aa, ■ whorGin oaid adaptor oIqgvg further comprioeo further 
comprising a sewing rin g configured to attac h wherein the coupling 
attaches to oaid ocwing ring for attachment said gripping member 
to the a ventricular ape x of a heart . 
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4. (Previously Presented) The ventricular assist device of 
claim 1, wherein the adapter sleeve comprises a smooth cylinder of 
titanium. 

5. (Currently Amended) The ventricular assist device of 
claim 1, wherein said adapter sleeve includes cylindrical grooves 
forming perforations on the surface of the adapter sleeve, said 
g_rppve3 configure d to separate said adapter sleeve -wharcihY t-Hn 
g - leevo may bo oeparated along said grooves. 

6. (Previously Presented) The ventricular assist device of 
claim 1, wherein said adapter sleeve is formed of ceramic. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) The ventricular assist device of 
claim 1 wherein the inflow tube includes a bent end. 

9. {Previously Presented) The ventricular assist device of 
claim 1 wherein the inflow tube includes an extendable end. 

10. {Original) The ventricular assist device of claim 1 
wherein the inflow tube includes a rotatable end. 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. {Currently Amended) A ventricular assist device for a 
heart , whioh Gomprioco comprising : 

a pump portion; 
a sewing ring; 

an inflow tube protruding from the pump portion; and 
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an adapter aleev e of a firot predefcorminod length attached to 
the inflow tube ^ forming an cxtcndod inflow tubo having a total 
length greater than the firot prcdoterminod lengthy — oaid adaptor 
eleovo inoluding a firot end having 

a coupling having gripping pads configured -i ^ n ordor . t o attach 

said coupling to the adapter aleeve and said coupling configured 
to attach to said sewing ring, said sewing ring configured to 
attach for attaohmont to the ventricular apex of a heart, and the 
adapter sleeve is formed of a smooth cylinder of titanium, said 
adapter sleeve carrying including an adjustable attachment member 
configured to attach for attaching the adapter sleeve to the 
inflow tube and configured to permit said adapter sleeve to extend 
®* and retract fro m relative to an end of said inflow tube. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (New) The ventricular assist device of claim 1, wherein 
said adapter sleeve includes an adjustable attachment member 
configured to attach said adapter sleeve to said inflow tube, said 
adjustable member configured to permit said adapter sleeve to 
extend and retract relative to an end of said inflow tube. 

15. (New) The ventricular assist device of claim 1, wherein 
said gripping member includes gripping pins having gripping pads, 
said gripping pads configured to couple to said exterior surface 
of said extended inflow tube. 
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16. (New) The ventricular assist device of claim 15, 
wherein said gripping member includes a cylindrical ring adapted 
to receive said gripping pins. 

17. (New) The ventricular assist device of claim 16, 
wherein said gripping member includes a spring ring, said spring 
ring concentrically surrounding said cylindrical ring and 
configured to attach to said gripping pins at an end opposite said 
gripping pads. 



